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21 GUIDANCE 
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What accommodation arrangements are available to under-18 students? 

In addition to INTO arranged accommodation (where available) and Purpose Built Student 
Accommodation (PBSA), under 18 students are also able to live with a UK-based close family relative 
over the age of 21. 

What are the requirements for the UK-based close family relative over the age of 
21?  

The following is required of the individual the under-18 will be living with:  

1. Be nominated as (and consented to being) the student’s guardian for their time studying in the 
UK by the under-18’s parent/legal guardian. 

2. They must be over the age of 21 at the point at which the under-18 student commences the 
course.  

2. They must meet the definition of a close family relative. A "close family relative" is defined by the 
UKVI as a parent, step-parent, grandparent, aunt/uncle (parent's sibling), brother, or sister.   

3. They must have relevant immigration permission which permits them to be UK based for the 
period the student is under-18.  

What do you mean by nominated as the student’s guardian? Is this an official 
process? 

The parent/legal guardian will be asked to sign a form 3 as part of the application and offer process to 
confirm the guardian’s details and that the parent/legal guardian gives permission for this individual to live 
with and act as the under 18’s UK based guardian. There is no official process associated and no 
notarised or legal document requirement. 

What is the definition of a close family relative? What if the family relative in the 
UK doesn’t meet the definition? 

A "close family relative" is defined by the UKVI as a parent, step-parent, grandparent, aunt/uncle (parent's 
sibling), brother, or sister.  This is the definition used for our policy, and the family members who the 
under-18 student is permitted to live with.  

Other family members who do not meet the UKVI definition of a close family relative (e.g. cousin), 
extended family members, friends or community contacts are not able to act as the under-18’s guardian 
and the under-18 would not be able to live with them. 
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What relevant immigration permission is required for the close family relative 
over the age of 21? 

The close family member over 21 should have immigration permission which permits them to be UK 
based for the period the student is under-18. This is because the under-18 student must be living with this 
person. Relevant immigration could include: British citizen, Settlement, Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR), 
skilled Worker visa, Family/Spouse visa, and Student/Graduate visa. 

Can a sponsored under-18 student assign their sponsor 
(embassy/cultural attaché) in the UK as their guardian? 

No, this is not possible as it does not satisfy the requirements of the policy. The student will not be living 
with the sponsor (embassy/cultural attaché), and the sponsor (embassy/cultural attaché) would not be the 
student’s close family relative.  

What are the living arrangement requirements for the under-18 student and over-
21 close family relative? 

The following is required in terms of living arrangements:  

1. The under-18 and the close family relative over the age of 21 must be living together, for the 
period that the student is under 18.  

2. The accommodation the under-18 and close family relative over the age of 21 live together in 
should be located a reasonable distance from the International Study Centre where the student is 
studying. Each centre has provided a recommendation below:   

 

International Study Centre   Recommended location / distance from Centre   

City St George’s, University of London 
International Study Centre   

Greater London area   
 

INTO London  
  

Greater London area   
   

INTO Manchester Greater Manchester    

   

Lancaster University International Study Centre  
  

 LA1 and LA2 postcodes   

Newcastle University International Study Centre  
  

Within the NE postcode area   

University East Anglia International Study 
Centre (UEA), Norwich  
  

In the Norwich, or greater Norwich area with an 
NR postcode. No more than 45-minute commute 

University of Exeter International Study Centre  
  

 Within 4 miles of the University of Exeter campus  

University of Stirling International Study Centre  
  

No more than one hour travel time on public 
transport.   
  
For example, located in Edinburgh or Glasgow  
reachable on bus or train, or the surrounding 
areas of Stirling reachable on bus.  

Queen’s University Belfast International Study 
Centre (QUB)  
 

 Within postcodes BT1-BT17.  

 


